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We have a lot to cover in this edition as we dive right into the legislative session at City Hall and the lead-up
to another Albany session where we can hopefully close some unfinished business on housing and

environmental issues.

CMW's staff and leadership have been traversing the boroughs, connecting with electeds and important
stakeholders and bringing those experiences back to you. Enjoy, and as always, keep your comments coming

in - it helps us make our newsletter better and better.

Regards,
Michael Woloz, President & CEO
CMW Strategies



CITY UPDATE

More than 110,000 migrants have arrived in New York City since April 2022. A running tab for basic
necessities like housing, food and education has already added up to billions and an additional cost of $12B
is expected over the next 3 years. Governor Hochul is expected to ask the State Legislature to allocate $1B
in the next budget to aid the City in the relief efforts. Housing plays a major role in the conversations
around the migrant crisis. The City has opened over 200 shelter sites, many in hotels and empty office
space, and 11 humanitarian relief centers. The Mayor has asked the courts to suspend the Right to Shelter
during this crisis and the Governor has now joined the City in this ask. The Office of Asylum Seeker
Operations, established earlier this year, and the Mayor's administration have faced harsh criticism in
dealing with the arrival and placement of migrants, as shelter and other emergency service operators have
lacked in preparedness and logistical support. The Mayor has called on the Federal government to provide
aid not only financially but also through expediting work authorizations for migrants, most of whom are
eager to work and become self-sufficient. The Biden Administration has authorized Temporary Protective

Status for Venezuelans, providing those migrants the opportunity to secure work authorization permits.

Mayor Eric Adams and Deputy Mayor for Housing, Economic Development and Workforce Maria Torres-
Springer announced the administration’s housing plan - “the City of Yes for Housing Opportunity” - amid an
affordability, homelessness and eviction crisis only worsened by the City’s migrant population influx. The
plan lays out methods for the City to reach a goal of 100,000 new homes to house a quarter million
residents in the next 15 years. City zoning changes will be presented to all five boroughs and all 59
community boards while also going in front of the City Council. Some of the steps included in the
Administration’s plan include eliminating the requirement for parking spaces at new buildings, creating
additional affordable and supportive housing, eliminating bans on apartments across the City and enabling

the conversion of office space into new homes.

City agencies are facing massive budget cuts as announced by Mayor Adams amid the ongoing migrant
crisis. The anticipated $12B cost to aid asylum seekers, along with projected revenue declines and
expiration of federal pandemic aid will come at the expense of all City agencies, which have been directed

to reduce city-funded spending by 5% in each upcoming budget update. A whopping 15% reduction in each

agency may push many City agencies to their breaking points.




After three years of temporary sidewalk cafés and outdoor eateries, outdoor dining is here to stay! The
City Council passed Council Member Marjorie Velazquez's bill - Intro. 31-C - in August, which, once signed
by Mayor Adams, created a permanent outdoor dining program in New York City. Outdoor dining played a
vital role in keeping the food and beverage industry afloat throughout the covid pandemic and has become
a beloved part of the City's dining experience. The permanent program will continue to provide support to
the hospitality industry and create additional jobs for a critical sector of the City's economy, while setting

rules and regulations to protect our public spaces and local communities.

The City Council approved a 5-year special permit extension for Madison Square Garden earlier this month,
a blow for owner Jim Dolan who was requesting an indefinite extension. The ongoing conflict between MSG
and Penn Station has been a major topic of discussion throughout the process as Penn Station is in
desperate need of an overhaul to support a stronger transit management plan in the busiest transportation
center in the Western hemisphere. With the extended permit, MSG will continue to operate above Penn
Station, but its owner is required to participate in ongoing conversations with local stakeholders regarding

the Penn Station redesign.

During the summer session, the City Council overwhelmingly supported an override of Mayoral vetoes for
Introductions 229, 878, 893 and 894 - four bills intended to help the City address its growing homeless
population by making vouchers more accessible for low-income New Yorkers and those facing eviction.
City Council expects these bills to address record levels of homelessness and the eviction crisis with an

overhaul of the CityFHEPS program.

STATE UPDATE

In Albany, the regular Legislative Session for 2023 has adjourned, with both houses to return at the call of
their respective leaders or the Governor for an Extraordinary Session if needed. A total of 826 bills passed
both chambers, with 367 to still be delivered to the Governor for her signature and 521 chaptered to date.
Some of the highlights from this legislative session include a package of legislation to support, protect, and
expand benefits for New York workers, such as prohibiting employers from disciplining employees that opt
not to participate in meetings about the employer’s political or religious views, making wage theft a form of
larceny and allow prosecutors to seek stronger criminal penalties against employers who steal wages from
workers, and increasing the minimum benefits for workers' compensation to better protect low wage

workers who are injured and cannot work.

The Legislature also passed bills related to the modernization of affordable housing financing authorities,
the regulation of legal rent for the combination of two or more vacant apartments and exemptions from
rent stabilization on the basis of substantial rehabilitation, and legislation to prohibit non-compete
agreements and certain restrictive covenants in employment contracts. Lastly, the Legislature passed
legislation, known as Clean Slate, that provides for automatic sealing of certain convictions after a certain
passage of time from either imposition of sentence, release from parole or probation, and if the defendant
does not have a current charge pending, All bills that have passed both houses must be delivered to the

Governor before the end of the calendar year.



‘m@y ! STRENGTHENING OUR DEMOCRACY
PROTECTING VOTING RIGHTS

Governor Hochul recently signed a legislative package strengthening voting rights in New York. Included in
the package was $5984-A/A6132-A, which creates a “Golden Day” for voting. This will allow voters to

register to vote and cast a ballot at their polling place all on the same day.

ON THE POLITICAL HORIZON

It's going to be a busy fall. Somos, the annual political conference, will be taking place in Puerto Rico
November 8-12, Officially a forum for policymakers to learn about and discuss issues affecting Puerto
Ricans and the larger Latino community, Somos is both a time to learn and act as well as a time to get in

front of political power. CMW leadership will be attending the event.

On Tuesday, November 7th, some New Yorkers will make their way to the polls for a City Council general
election. For the second 2-year term following the 2020 census, all City Council members are up for re-
election. While most incumbent members are uncontested or expected to win, there are a handful of races
we expect to be fairly competitive. In Brooklyn, Council Finance Chair Justin Brannan (Democrat) takes on
his colleague Council Member Ari Kagan (Republican) in the redrawn District 47, pitting the two
incumbents against each other as a result of new district lines in Southern Brooklyn. Bronx’s District 13 will
also have a tight race with current Council Member Marjorie Velazquez (Democrat) campaigning to hold
control after facing scrutiny for her position on the Bruckner Boulevard rezoning. While the Council
Member fended off three primary challengers, Velazquez must defeat Bronx-GOP backed candidate Kristy
Marmorato in the general election to maintain control of the district which has the highest share of
Republican voters in any NYC district. In Northeast Queens, incumbent Council Member Vickie Paladino
(Republican) takes on - for the third time - former New York Senator and New York City Council Member
Tony Avella (Democrat). Considered the most competitive race of the cycle, District 19 voters are sure to
face heavy campaigning in the lead up to the election as both candidates vie for moderate votes since Avella

only lost by a couple hundred votes in 2021.



City & State’s all-day Transportation in New York Summit will take place on Wednesday, October 25th
focusing on transportation innovation and how New York City can leverage new technologies to advance
the City’s transit system. Keynote speakers include New York State Department of Transportation
Commissioner Marie Therese Dominguez and Port Authority Executive Director Rick Cotton. Throughout
the day, attendees will be able to join a range of panel discussions peppered with city and state elected
officials, industry advocates, tech companies, transportation trade associations and many more. CMW's
Michael Woloz will be a panelist discussing ways to solve New York’s transit puzzle and several CMW

clients will have speaking roles at the event.

MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT

CMW led a major effort on behalf of our long time client Ameresco to become the developer of several
solar photovoltaic (PV) projects. These projects are a part of the City’s ambitious clean energy goals and

doubling of the City’s solar capacity in less than three years.

NEW CLIENTS

We are very proud to welcome several new clients to the CMW family including Share Our Strength's No
Kid Hungry New York campaign - a leader in the fight against hunger and poverty; Hazelden/Betty Ford,
one of the nation’s largest and most recognized addiction treatment and prevention organizations; Carmel
Partners, which is building the largest residential tower in Queens; and Waymo, an Alphabet company that

is leading the world in autonomous vehicle technology.



CLIENT SPOTLIGHTS

NYC Arts in Education Roundtable

During Arts in Education Week, Department of Cultural Affairs Commissioner Laurie Cumbo joined Traci

Lester, Co-Chair of the NYC Arts in Education Roundtable Board of Directors for a conversation about arts

education and the New York cultural community at the Roundtable’s annual Arts in Education week event,

hosted at the Harlem School of the Arts.




Gallop NYC

This summer, Gallop NYC welcomed several elected officials for tours of its Forest Park Barn and Sunrise
Stables where Gallop NYC uses therapeutic horsemanship to help New Yorkers with disabilities ride, walk,
talk and learn. Thank you to Council Member Lynn Schulman, Senator Joseph Addabbo, Assembly Member

Andrew Hevesi and Assembly Member Stacey Pheffer Amato as well as Queens Deputy Borough President

Ebony Young, for visiting and helping to connect New Yorker's to GallopNYC's programming.

READ Alliance

Read Alliance hosted its fifth annual Youth Summit to celebrate the leaders in Read’s after school one-on-
one literacy education program. The Mayor’s Office presented Read Alliance with a Mayoral Proclamation
recognizing August 11th as Read Alliance Day! Congratulations to Read Alliance’s Executive Director
Danielle Guindo and the entire team on a successful year of programming and this recognition. Read

Alliance’s Youth Summit was also featured in a PIX 11 story.




Center for Community Alternatives

Congratulations to the Center for Community Alternatives on the opening of their new wellness
center, New York’s first integrated opioid treatment program facilitated by an organization that
works to build power among those who have been impacted by mass incarceration, criminalization
and community disinvestment. Mayor Eric Adams alongside nearly 150 government officials, public
health and community leaders, law-makers and advocates joined for the ribbon cutting at 25 Chapel

Street in Downtown Brooklyn.




Trucking Association of New York

Congratulations to the Trucking Association of New York (TANY) for hosting its third annual Clean Trucks
NY Conference, where industry leaders heard updates on the latest policy and funding developments for

clean transportation and what it means for NYS operators. Thank you to New York City Council Member

Selvena Brooks-Powers for addressing the audience as the keynote speaker.




Reel Works

Reel Works hosted Mayor Adams, Deputy Mayor for Strategic Initiatives Ana Almanzar and Commissioner
of the Department of Youth and Community Development Keith Howard to celebrate the 60th anniversary

of the Summer Youth Employment Program. Reel Works participates in the school-based SYEP model to

introduce high school students to film making and media careers.

Chess in the Schools

Congratulations to Chess in the Schools for another tremendous year of Chess in the Park, a collaboration
between CIS and NYC Parks for a giant chess tournament in Central Park. Thank you to Council Members
Gale Brewer, Shaun Abreu and Shekar Krishnan for joining the event. Additionally, welcome to Chess in the

School’s new President & CEQO Jenny Ingber.




CMW's Danna DeBlasio and other team members attended Latinos On the Verge of Excellence (LOVE)'s
annual gala hosted at the Museum of the City of New York. LOVE’s mission is to uplift the experiences of

minority women through mentorship programs and college and career readiness. Danna serves on the

organization’'s Board of Directors.




CMW'’s Rob Goldrich has been out and about teaching young minds. In September, Rob guest lectured at

Montclair State University where he taught a business class on entrepreneurship and innovation.
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CMW SPOTLIGHT

Congratulations to our President and CEO, Michael Woloz, on his inclusion in City & State's 2023

Transportation Power 100 list! Michael’s efforts over decades on behalf of clients in the transportation

sector have distinguished him as a go to lobbyist for established transportation associations to micro-

mobility companies in New York’s transportation ecosystem.

Congratulations to our Managing Director, Danna DeBlasio, on her recognition and inclusion in City &
State’s 2023 Manhattan Power 100 list!

CMW is honored to have been selected as one of the top ten lobbying firms in the country by Government

Business Review.
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